Vermont EMS District 6 

Continuing Education and Recertification Policy

DEFINITION AND PURPOSE

Definition: Continuing Education (CE) is formal and informal learning to maintain or

enhance competency. CEs are a requirement of the recertification process.
Purpose: The purpose of CE is the following:

1. To provide quality patient care through improved continuing education standards

which assure the public, certifying bodies, and other health professionals that

EMTs are maintaining current standards in the field of pre-hospital emergency medicine.
2. To foster the development of the profession and individual professionals.
Policy: It is the policy of Vermont EMS District 6 (as well as the State of Vermont) that providers completed all required Continuing Education hours prior to sitting for the EMT recertification exam. 

Providers must complete the following Continuing Education hours based on their certification level;

EMT Basic: 
  If your certification is current or has been expired less than 1 year: 

1. Record a minimum of 24 hours of CE covering the objectives and content in the 1994 EMTB DOT curriculum. Elective hours must reflect subject matter included in this curriculum. Indicate whether the CE was lecture (L), skill practice (S) or web based (W). An EMT may obtain up to 10 hours through web based CE programs approved by either the Continuing Education Coordinating Board for EMS (CECBEMS) or the Vermont EMS Office. Unsupervised video, ER observation and journal articles will not count. 

2. A Health Department approved 24hour refresher course is not required but meets the continuing education requirements for EMT Basic recertification. If you took an approved refresher course, enter the course number and completion date in the box below. 

3. If you did not complete a refresher course, have your training officer complete the skill proficiency section.

 If your certification expired between one and three years ago, you must successfully complete an approved EMTB refresher course. Please record the refresher course number and completion date in the box below. 

If you were issued a certification for less than 2 years, please submit 1 hour of CE credit for each month since your certification was issued.
EMT Intermediate:
1. To recertify through continuing education, your EMT-I certification must be current or within six months of expiration. To regain a certification that has lapsed more than six months, contact the EMS Office. 

2. In addition to all requirements for EMT-B recertification, EMT-I 03s must complete at least 16 hours of CE in areas specified on the State of Vermont Continuing Education form. 
3. If your EMT-I certification is less than two years old, you must submit a prorated number of hours at a rate of 5 hours per year at the EMT-I 90 level or 8 hours per year at the EMT-I 03 level. 

4.     No more than 5 hours of EMT-I CE may be gained through unsupervised video or CE journals. 

Procedure:
1. Complete Continuing Education hours as appropriate to your certification level.

2. Appropriately document completion of Continuing Education on the forms supplied by the State of Vermont.

3. EMT Intermediates are required to obtain the District Medical Advisor’s signature on the CE form. 
4. File said forms with your Application to Test at least 2 weeks in advance of the test date. Forms may be mailed to the address noted on the forms.

Consequences:  Failure to follow the above procedure may preclude you from sitting for the 
The above pertains to individuals who’s current certification is about to expire. This does not pertain to individuals wishing to test PRIOR to certification expiration as allowed by the Sate of Vermont. CEs must be in prior to your expiration date.
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